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W/)af cah I do over T/)e summer?

Parish Ofters
Youth Activities

Woo-hoo! Summer’s almost here!

Students looking forward to breaking away
from the books might find watching TV and
playing video games relaxing at first. But that
gets boring.

Holy Family offers several youth programs
throughout the summer to break the
boredom. Some are fun. Some help students
develop leadership skills. Some help them
deepen their faith. Some do all of that.

Juniot High Summet Fun Days
Once each summer month, a day
of activities allows youth to meet

with church friends to have fun.
“There’s no other way to describe
it,” youth coordinator Heather Neds
said. “It’s a nice break for summer.”
Fun Days are open to incoming |
sixth, seventh and eighth graders.
High school students organize and

lead games with adult supervision to |deSemeage ===

earn confirmation service hours.
This year’s Fun Days are June 13,

July 11 and August 8—all Wednesdays. |z

Each month has a different theme:
Sports, American Idol and Wet and Wild.

Outdoor activities are held in the mornings
when it’s cooler outside. This year, they will
break prior to noon Mass to worship before
lunch. In the afternoons, they will participate
in indoor activities, such as board games, the
idol contest or “sardines.”

Heather described sardines as reverse hide
and seek. Once someone finds “It,” he or she
hides with “It.” The students enjoy this game,
played inside the church building, except in
worship areas.

Fun Days are “unique to Holy Family,” but
youth from other parishes can join in, too. In
past years, young people from Good
Shepherd in Smithville, St. Charles, St.
Gabriel and St. Therese have attended.

Cost is $10 a day for each participant.

TNT

Teens ‘n Training or TNT is a diocesan
leadership camp for high school students
June 18-22 at Benedictine College in
Atchison, Kan.

TNT empowers teens “to live as disciples
of Jesus Christ in the world” by teaching
them more about their faith and encouraging
them to become active in their parishes.

Some already participate as Extrordinary
Ministers or work with junior high students
and they want to go to the next level, Heather
explained.

Mornings they will receive leadership
training in “Follow Me: To Lead is to
Serve.”

Afternoons they will attend one of two
different theme programs. They attend the
same theme program all week.

Teens learn how to put God’s love into
their relations with people in “He Loved Us
First: Bringing God’s Love into Our
Relationships.” They will explore how they
can love other people,
even though it’s not
possible for them to
love others as deeply
as Jesus loves us.
“Walk Humbly,

Live Justly:
i| Building the
Kingdom of God”
explores social
justice issues

within the context
of the salvation
story. They will
s ~ examine
injustices in the Old Testament,
learning that people faced the same problems
we do today and see how they solved them.

Deadline is May 17. If space is available
after that date, the parish may be able to take
more teens.

The Kitchen Mission
Holy Family youth will return to The
Kitchen mission in Springfield, Mo.,
operated by the Little Portion Franciscan
sisters. They will assist the sisters from June
24-28, working in a donation drop-off center,
a food pantry, a garden or a thrift store.
The Kitchen helps disadvantaged people in
many different ways, with a
goal of self-sufficiency. To
learn more about The
Kitchen, g0 to
www.thekitcheninc.org.
The youth will stay at
the sisters’ retreat center
near Republic, Mo. Cost is $75 per
person, including meals, gas and lodging.
This is the fourth year the group has made
The Kitchen its summer mission.

Summer JAM

JAM is short for “Jesus and Me,” a
Vacation Bible School for junior high school

students. It runs July 17, 18 and 19 at Holy
Family from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Cost is $15.

The theme is “It’s a Wild Ride,” using
Western images, music and food to educate
them about the Bible in a deeper way. They
will participate in praise and worship, as well
as skits, games and journaling. It helps them
stay connected with their Holy Family
friends.

High school teens may earn service hours
for confirmation while assisting adult leaders
at Summer JAM.

Cahoe Ttip

For the sixth year, Holy Family teens and
families will return to the River Ranch Resort
at Noel, Mo., on the Elk River for a canoe
trip. The trip is open to families with younger
children. It will be held from July 23-25. Cost
is $115 per person.

In addition to an eight-mile canoe trip,
activities include: a visit to a cave, raft float,
miniature  golf,
paddle boats,
volleyball,
basketball and
swimming.
Cabins are air
conditioned.
For more information,
check out the resort’s Web site at
www.riverranchresort.com.

Water Project

Throughout Lent, junior high youth
prayed, fasted and collected alms to benefit a
village in Bolivia needing a $2,500 water
purification system. This is a Northland
project which has included several fund-
raising events.

Holy Family youth saved money in water
bottles. When Lent ended, they poured their
change into a water jug. Amounts raised
include installation. At press time, Holy
Family youth had raised over $1,300.

Paula McCrea, former youth minister at St.
Gabriel’s parish, stirred interest in this
project. She served as a missionary to Bolivia
after leaving St. Gabriel’s. Returning to the
United States, she involved Kansas City area
teens to raise funds for water filtration
systems there.

The Northwest Missouri Missions Team,
the Salesian Sisters of Okinawa Bolivia, and
Living Waters for the World are involved in
the project. Team members work with
villagers to install the system to teach them
how it operates so they can do future
maintenance.

Join the Journey
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thursday, May 24--Matthew Kelly six-week series begins,
7 p-m.
Wednesday, June 13--Junior High Fun Day, 9 a.m.
Sunday, June 24--Mission trip to The Kitchen at
Springfield, Mo., begins. Return Thursday, June 28.
Wednesday, July 11--Junior High Fun Day, 9 a.m
July 16-20--Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m. daily.
July 17--19--Summer JAM for Junior High Students, 6:30 p.m.
daily
July 23-25--Canoe trip at River Ranch Resort.
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Organ Project
A Resounoing Success

Holy Ramily Now Owns the Rodgers Digital Organ
Wwith the belp of the anonymous matching donor and your
contributions, the parish vaised $17,300 to pay for the organ

The project was S0 successfu[ that
theve is a surplus which will be
used to begin a fund to purchase a
quality sound system for the new
church. Thanks to all who beﬁoeb!
d An organ dedication
concert will be held sunday, June
10, at 1 pm. Come hear what your new organ can dol

Presenting. . . Matthew Kelly's

LIVING EVERY DAY
WITH PASSION

AND PURPOSE

Thursdays, May 24-June 28, 7 p.m.
A six-week series of DVD Presentations
Learn to:
©  ldentify the common search for happiness
©  Redefine the way we think about ourselves,

our faith and the way we live
©  Help us become the best version of ourselves

Cost is $9 for book.

To register, contact Peggy at 436-9200 or
e-mail her at peggy@holyf&mily com.




