












the third Sunday of every month. 

While Karyn is busy as a mother and an in-home day care

provider, she has played a role, too. For several years, she was a

PSR aide for preschoolers. She is taking time off since having

Cory. She cooks when Holy Family brings food to Catholic

Worker House. 

Mike has been a member of the facilities committee for a

number of years. He laughed when he recalled parish manager

Megan Burdolski and previous pastor Father Robert Stewart

telling him it met once a year.

Since he joined, the committee now meets quarterly, but

sometimes more often. 

The facilities committee started as the building committee

while the church addition was being planned and built in the late

1990s. It has continued as the group responsible for the general

upkeep of  parish building and grounds. 

While the committee is involved with parish

maintenance, it is attentive toward

the parish’s

growth. It was

involved in

purchase of

new property

106th street

and Woodland

for a new

church and

facilities at

that site. 

“I really

enjoy being on

it and I am

honored they

asked me to

be on it,” he

said.

Mike

finished high

school at a

vocational-

technical school and started framing houses in 1989. In 1993, he

founded MDO Construction, Inc.

If the parish has any construction work that needs to be done,

Mike volunteers. For example, Father Matthew had outdated

carpet in his home. Instead of the parish paying someone to do the

work, Mike laid tiles in the house. 

Henry Kaminski Jr. laid the carpeting in the bedrooms and

living room.

Mike and Marvin Norton made the pulley system used on the

hanging wreath. He has constructed risers, built in hymnal shelves

and been involved in a “bunch of little projects here and there.”

He notes that a lot of people behind the scenes help. He’s even

gotten one of his employees and a good friend, Jeff Harris,

involved. 

“He’s done a lot of work, renovation work like removing a
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Mike and Karyn O’Toole had a good reason for making Holy

Family their parish 13 years ago.

“We liked it because it was small. Holy Family felt more

warm, more welcoming,” Mike noted. “You just felt the warm

family atmosphere,” Karyn added.

The O’Tooles are from North St. Louis County, he from Black

Jack and she from Florissant. 

Karyn’s brother introduced Mike to her while they were in

high school. They dated four years and have been married 16

years. 

As the years went by, Holy Family became important to the

O’Tooles. As they had their children, all were baptized here. As

the children grew up, they became involved in Holy Family

activities. Mike and Karyn have been involved, too.

The O’Tooles have five children: Ashlee, 11, Riley, 10,

Angie, 6, Amy, 3, and Cory, 6 months. Four

children attend St. Charles School. Amy is in

preschool. Angie is in first

grade, Riley in

fourth and

Ashlee in

sixth. 

Though

they receive

religious

education at

St. Charles,

the children

participate at

Holy Family.

Mike and

Karyn

appreciate

the number

of youth

activities

available at

Holy Family.

“It keeps

them involved

with the

church. It’s a good influence,” Mike stressed.

Ashlee belongs to the Wednesday night junior high youth

group, where she enjoys playing games and learning songs. 

Ashlee and Riley received their first communion at Holy

Family. They are servers and youth choir members. They attended

Vacation Bible School for a number of years. This coming

summer, Ashlee will help at Bible school. 

Angie and Amy both enjoy the children’s liturgy at the 8:30

and 11 a.m. Masses. They come back into church clutching the

papers they colored during the session. 

The O’Tooles usually attend Sunday Masses, but on occasion

they attend at 5 p.m. on Saturday. Amy told them she doesn’t like

going then. No doughnuts!

Sunday morning doughnuts are an O’Toole tradition. Mike and

Karyn, along with Ashlee and Riley, serve coffee and doughnuts

PARISH LIFE IS ‘FAMILY AFFAIR’

Holy Family Parish is important to the Mike and Karyn O’Toole family.
Pictured from left are: Ashlee, Mike with Cory, Karyn with Amy, Angie and
Riley.

Continued on Page 8
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Taco Dinner April 21
Olé! The Holy Family high school

youth will serve a taco dinner and hold

a silent auction Saturday, April 21,

beginning at 6 p.m. For menu, see ad

on Page 10.

The silent auction will include a

variety of items. To donate, call

Heather Neds at the parish office, 436-

9200, ext. 35.

Farewell to 
Mary Hughes

Mary Hughes will

continue at Holy

Family through April,

preparing her ninth

class of children for

first communion.

Please watch your bulletin for

information about a farewell party

for her on Sunday, May 6.

Sing to the Lord
Hymnal Project Complete

The new hymnal project is

complete, according to John

Winkels, director of music and

liturgy. The old hymnals were

falling apart and many were

taped together. 

Many people donated to this

project in memory or in honor

of people or events in their lives

and are recognized in name

plates inside the hymnals. 

“No one gave until it hurt,”

he added. “A little bit added up

to make it happen. 

The parish purchased 450

hymnals at $15 each, 50 choir

edition hymnals at $25 each and

six accompanist books at $90

each.

“Gather Comprehensive”

contains a mix of old and new

songs. The liturgy committee

sought to find a hymnal with

music people already knew,

while containing a new

repertoire for the future. 

It is a compilation of prior

“Gather” hymnals and contains

readings for all three cycles.

This year, the Catholic Church

uses the C cycle. 

Register for 
Youth Sessions

Registration for the Parish School

of Religion (PSR), junior high youth

sessions, high school youth sessions

and confirmation classes will begin in

April. 

Sign-up will be available after

Masses the weekends of April 21 and

22, April 28 and 29 and May 5 and 6 in

the Family Room.

Are you ready for some basketball?

The Holy Family Youth Ministry is

recruiting players for its Basketball

Challenge on Saturday, March 24,

from 6-9:30 p.m. at the St. Charles

gymnasium.

The first game will consist of junior

high students versus senior high

students. The second game will feature

teens versus parents and catechists.

To join the teams, contact Heather

HHeeaarr  YYee!!  HHeeaarr  YYee!!

Neds at the parish office 436-9200, ext.

35. 

Tickets are $2 each in advance and

will be available from Patty Whelchel

at the parish office. Ticket cost at the

door is $3. 

Basketball Challenge Set for March 24

Fish/Shrimp Dinner
Will Be March 30 

Holy Family will hold a fish and

shrimp dinner Friday, March 30 from

4:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the parish hall. 

The menu includes fried and baked

fish, shrimp, fries, baked potato, cole

slaw, biscuits, coffee, tea and

lemonade. Spaghetti and sauce will be

available.

Tickets are $7 in advance and $8 at

the door for adults, $3 in advance and

$4 at the door for children over 5.

Children under 5 are free. Family

tickets are $18 in advance and $20 at

the door.

O’Toole Family
Continued from Page 7 

wall and building a new wall. He’s built

risers,” Megan Burdolski, parish

manager, said. “He’s also been a part of

volunteer parishioner crews that removed

the glass between the Family Room and

the church and removed the old partition

wall near the choir area. Because he has

the skills and ability, we didn’t have to

hire labor. We’ve saved thousands of

dollars.”

Why does Mike do all this?

It’s simple. He attended Catholic

schools for ten years and values the

discipline, the religious education and the

structure he received there. 

“My parents struggled to send six of

us to Catholic schools. I think Catholic

education is important,” he explained. 

The O’Toole children attend St.

Charles School through a covenant Holy

Family has had with St. Charles since the

parish’s early years. The covenant

provides Catholic education for active,

tithing parishioners. Mike knows he

would not be able to afford to send his

children to a Catholic school otherwise. 

“We owe the church. We’ll always be

in debt. This is a way to pay Holy Family

back,” he noted.

The parish recognized Mike as

“volunteer of the year” in January. While

he was honored, “a lot more people do

more than I did. I don’t do anything any

spiritual, just physical. I’m the grunt.”
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Everyone’s heard of David Letterman’s “Top Ten List.” 

Did you know your Holy Family money counters have a

“Top Ten List,” too? 

The money counters are volunteers who remove

contributions from envelopes and count the money. Teams of

three to four people, 16 in total, gather every week for this task. 

Here, they share some pointers on how you make their jobs

easier and lessen confusion. 

1. Use Your Envelopes—After the counters do their job,

they deposit your checks at the bank on Sundays. The parish

manager later uses the envelopes with your name and number
on them to credit your contributions. If you don’t use the

envelope, the counters must stop, look up your information and

create one for you. You might want to carry extras in your car,

just in case you forget.

2. For Your Convenience (And Ours)—If you can’t

remember to make out an envelope every week or prefer to

write checks less often, you may contribute large equivalent

amounts once a month. If you are gone for several weeks, it’s

not necessary to write a check for each Sunday you missed.

One check, one envelope will do. Or, you may consider setting

up automatic withdrawals from your bank account. Contact the

parish manager Megan Burdolski for more information. 

3. Fill It Out—Please write the contribution amount on the

outside of the envelope, separating the amounts for tithing and

for the community campaign on the lines provided. If it is not

noted, the counters automatically place the entire amount
toward the tithe. 

4. Stealth Giving—Don’t want someone else to see your

contribution? Place it face down in the collection basket. 

5. Giving Cash—If we do not get it in an envelope with at
least your name on it, we don’t know who contributed it. Better

yet, place it in an envelope with your number on it. 

6. Second Collections—If you choose to contribute to a

second collection, please write a second check and place in the

designated envelope.

7. Special Second Collections—On occasion, you will

receive an envelope in your bulletin that does not have your

envelope number on it. If you contribute, please write your

envelope number on it. This saves the money counters the time

of looking up your number. 

8. Multiple Checks—If you pay for tithing and the capital

campaign from different accounts, place them in separate

envelopes. The envelope date is not important, but the

envelope number is. 

9. Keep It Simple—Just place an unfolded bill into the

envelope. Don’t fold the money. If you do, counters must

unfold it so that they can count it and deposit it. 

10. U.S. Currency—If you have foreign coins, please do

not donate them to us. We cannot deposit them in our account. 

Holy Family Money Counters’

TOP TEN LIST

STATEMENT OF PARISH DEBT
February 28, 2007

Loan Balance - May 15, 2005 $ 2,096,872.08

Debt Repayment
May 15, 2005 - February 28, 2007 ($1,574,364.00)

Loan Balance - February 28, 2007 $522,508.08

Join the Journey 
A quarterly publication of 

Holy Family Parish, 919 N.E. 96th Street, 
Kansas City, Mo. 64155

Copyright 2007
Suzanne Hill, editor

10,400 COINS

AND COUNTING!

Holy Family children have now contributed 
over 14,000 coins and $2,100 in currency 

to our Join the Journey coin jar! 
Thanks Kids! You're doing a great job!!!

Coin Jar Report
May 15, 2005 - February 28, 2007

14,293 coins $  1,310.26

Currency $  2,117.00

Total $ 3,427.26
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Calendar of Events
Friday, March 30—Fish and shrimp dinner,

parish hall, 4 p.m./Stations of the Cross, 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 31—Easter family fun day,

parish hall/grounds, 1 p.m.

Thursday, April 5—Holy Thursday Mass of

the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m.

Friday, April 6—Good Friday Celebration of

the Lord’s Passion, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 7—Holy Saturday Easter

Vigil, 8 p.m., reception follows.

Sunday, April 8—Easter Masses at 7, 9 and

11 a.m.

Saturday, 14—Confirmation entrance rite, 5

p.m. Mass.

Sunday, April 15—Confirmation entrance

rite at 8:30 and 11 a.m. Masses.

Saturday, April 21—Taco dinner and silent

auction, parish hall, 5 p.m.

Sunday, April 22—First communion

pictures, church, 4 p.m.

Friday, April 27—First communion

rehearsal dinner, church/parish hall, 6 p.m.

Saturday, April 28—First communion,

church, 2 p.m.

Sunday, April 29—First communion,

church, 2 p.m.

Saturday, May 5—Dinner for 80, parish hall,

6 p.m.
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Holy Family High School Youth

TACO DINNER
AND SILENT AUCTION

Saturday, April 21
Serving Begins at 6 p.m.

Menu: 
Soft or Hard Beef or

Chicken Tacos, Beans,
Rice, Chips, Salsa

Fund-raiser for 
National Catholic Youth Conference Attendees

MMiinniissttrryy  FFaaiirr
MMaayy  55--66

FFaammiillyy  RRoooomm  
ffoolllloowwiinngg  aallll  MMaasssseess

Check out the ministries Holy Family offers
See how you can serve

WWaattcchh  yyoouurr  mmaaiill  ffoorr  tthhee  22000077--22000088  MMiinniissttrryy  
aanndd  AAccttiivviittyy  GGuuiiddee  iinn  MMiidd--AApprriill


