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“God is calling. How
will you answer?”

Seven Holy Family teens
explored this question at the
ND Vision program at
Notre Dame University
June 14-19.

ND Vision helps teens
“recognize God’s call in
their lives and then respond
in faith to that call,”
according to ND Vision.

The teens spent much of
the week in small groups of
six to eight participants and
one or two “mentors-in-
faith”—Notre Dame under-
graduates. Groups met regularly for
“prayer, conversion and community.”
During sessions, participants shared
faith, asked questions and told stories.

Teens were in groups where they
knew no one else, allowing them to meet
people from throughout the United
States. Director of youth ministry
Heather Neds noted that it “forced them
out of their comfort zone to meet new
people.”

“Everyone opened up from the
beginning,” Katie noted. “We could talk
about anything. I liked how I could
connect with my group. It was easier to

talk with them even though I didn’t
know them.”

Nick added, “They hadn’t judged
you.”

Becca enjoyed bonding with other
teens in the small groups.

Each group was assigned a saint’s
name. Group members learned about
their saint and learned they were models
of faith.

They learned that “even saints aren’t
perfect. . . . We are all saints, we just
don’t recognize it,” Heather said.

Music is at the heart of the ND
Vision program. Talented, faith-filled
musicians who are also mentors-in-
faith provided liturgical music and
mini-musicals based on Gospel
parables. Holy Family youth liked
singing “Our Father,” the special
litany of the saints, as well as the ND
Vision song, “Be God’s.”

Every day they heard different
speakers who were selected to speak in
accord with the ND Vision message and
who could speak in ways understandable
to youth.

One of the things that struck
Delaney and Shelby about the week was
that people should accept themselves as
God accepts them.

Delaney said, “It opened your eyes to
a new way of seeing things. You saw
yourself in a different way. No matter
what you look like, God will always love
you. It made me feel good to hear that.”

The Notre Dame campus provided a

comfortable, natural backdrop for the
program. It is very well landscaped and
laid out.

“One thing that hit me the hardest
while there was the fact that the campus
was so peaceful. I could lay down in the
grass. I definitely felt closer to God,”
Austin said.

Shelby was thrilled to see chipmunks
and said, “It was its own separate
country. I felt peace.”

Courtney and Katie enjoyed a
scavenger hunt that helped them learn
more about the campus.

Nick noted that the program helped
him understand the need for more
frequent reconciliation. “It takes the
weight off your shoulders, like you are
no longer hiding something.”

They heard Bible stories presented in
ways they could relate to better than ever
before.

“They made it fun to relearn what we
already knew,” Shelby said.

Becca also enjoyed it when the Holy
Family youth got together later in the
day. They got another perspective about
what was discussed during the day in
their small groups.

On the final day, participants
affirmed one another’s gifts. Other teens
in the groups wrote letters to them
expressing the gifts they saw in each
other.

“I liked the affirmation. It made you
feel good about yourself,” Nick said.

These teens recently attended the ND Vision program at Notre Dame University in
June. 

How Will You Answer?

This t-shirt from ND Vision displays
saints, reminding teens that everyone
has gifts. 
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VVaaccaattiioonn  BBiibbllee  SScchhooooll  aatt  tthhee  CCrrooccooddiillee  DDoocckk  
More at www.holyfamily.com. Click on Photo Albums.
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CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CChhooiirr
Rehearsals Begin

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99
For Children Grades 3-7 and Eighth Grade Girls

PPlleeaassee  rreeggiisstteerr  pprriioorr  ttoo  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11

Weekly  Wednesday rehearsals 5:30-6:30 p.m. required.
PPrroovviiddeess  MMuussiiccaall  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ffoorr    

OOccccaassiioonnaall  WWeeeekkeenndd  aanndd  HHoollyy  DDaayy  MMaasssseess..    

AAdduulltt  CChhooiirr
PPrraaccttiicceess  BBeeggiinn  

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99

77--88::3300  pp..mm..

OOPPEENN  TTOO  HHIIGGHH  SSCCHHOOOOLL  TTEEEENNSS

WWiinnee  aanndd  cchheeeessee  ffoolllloowwss  rreehheeaarrssaall !!    

BBrriinngg  aa  ffrriieenndd..  BBaasssseess  aanndd  TTeennoorrss  NNeeeeddeedd

Knights of Columbus
The Holy Family Council of the

Knights of Columbus has elected new
officers.

Marvin Norton is Grand Knight; Jim
Graf is Deputy Grand Knight and Jim
Edwards is past Grand Knight.
Installation was held July 9.

The Knights continue their monthly breakfasts, held
each second Sunday, unless a holiday falls on that date.
Until October, the council will continue to offer the
fresh fruit and roll breakfast. From October through
May full service breakfasts are held. Everyone is invited
to attend.

They held bingo nights in June and August to support
the teens who will attend the National Catholic Youth
Conference this November. Another bingo night will be
held Saturday, October 10.

The council is also planning a Halloween Dance. The
date has yet to be determined. Watch the parish bulletin
for further details.

The Knights will hold a potluck dinner for all members
and past members in September. The exact date has not
yet been announced. The council will provide the meat.

“We’re still looking for members,” Marvin said. If you
are a Catholic man over age 18, you are eligible to join.
Contact any current member to join.

St. Joseph Women’s Group
All parish women are invited to the St. Joseph

Women’s Group potluck on Thursday, September 10, at
noon. Bring a favorite dish and meet with other women
of the parish.

For those who wish to join the group, dues are $5 to
be paid at the first meeting.

Looking to the future, the women will be selling
nuts again later this year. Watch the bulletin for the
dates when the nuts will be available for sale.

Holy Family Men’s Club
The Holy Family Men’s Club will resume meetings

Monday, September 14, at 7:30 p.m. in the parish hall.
The club meets the second Monday of each month.

The club needs volunteers to help Jim Watt with
the golf tournament set for Saturday, September 26.
That’s the day before the parish picnic. Anyone
interested in helping can call Ed O’Toole at 734-
4420.

The fifth annual trivia night will be held Saturday,
November 7. This year’s trivia night does not conflict
with Dinner for Eight, so club members hope for a big
crowd.

EVENTS, ORGANIZATIONS, ACTIVITIES
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CCaammppaaiiggnn  NNeewwss
To July 29, 2009
460 pledge cards returned
Capital Appeal: $1,663,700
412 adult pledges, 99 youth pledges

Building Fund
July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009

Adult: $584,265
Youth: $7,696

STATEMENT OF PARISH 

FUNDS ON DEPOSIT

June 30, 2009

Emergency Reserves (Diocesan Account)    $36,962.66

Building Fund (Diocesan Account) $250,944.58
Sound System (Diocesan Account)                $34,095.00

Building Fund (Parish Accounts)                 $154,230.13 

Total Building Funds                                    $476,232.37

August 2009
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Holy Family’s bursting at the seams!
While the parish does not yet have funds to begin

construction on a new church, the need for more seating
continues to grow . . . and grow . . . .

Mike O’Toole and his crew recently removed barriers
between the worship space and the Family Room. Both are
now worship space. We have 108 additional seats!

In June, Denise Simeone facilitated brainstorming sessions
with the staff, parish council, finance council and the facilities
committee.

After those meetings, the facilities committee developed
a plan to deal with continued growth:

The first is obvious. Barriers have been removed and seating
has been added. (See photo of work in progress above.)

Secondly, everything unrelated to worship has been
removed from the former Family Room. Bulletin boards were
moved to the downstairs corridor and the office entrance.

Other items relate to keeping things running smoothly both in and
out of church.

Once Mass begins, all late comers will enter through the
office doors. Church doors will be locked to keep Mass
reverent.

All activities unrelated to worship will take place before
and after Mass in the parish hall.

A barrier will be placed in the parking lot to force people to
make a right-hand turn when entering it, instead of traveling
toward the building. People who need to drop people off in
front of church can get there using this route. This will improve
traffic flow, making it safer for pedestrians, particularly
children.

The parish is exploring adding an additional entrance/exit

to the parking lot and
designating lanes for left
turns, right turns or straight.
We are investigating how to
add more parking while trying
to be fiscally responsible.

All donations made to the
capital appeal were for the
new church—either for
construction or to pay off the
land. None of these funds will
be used for improvements at
the 96th Street location
without the donor’s consent.

Some donors have already
consented to allow funds for
these new uses. Contact the
parish office for details.

Holy Family’s Helpers
Get to Work Quick

Once the parish knew what
we would do, Mike O’Toole
started removing barriers and
doing drywall work.

He had a short window of
opportunity open and enlisted
the help of his family,
including his wife Karyn,
daughter Ashley, son Riley and
nephew, Brendan Lladio. Mike
and Brian Wilson assisted.

Paul Bohannon did the
taping. Ron Neds painted.
Nancy Smith was able to get
paint at a reduced cost. Ember
and Matt Riley, Nancy Smith
and John Winkels were
involved in clean up and set up.

The job was completed in
less than a week and the
church was ready for Saturday
night Mass!

Making Do With What We Have
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